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Communist Ties 
In Kennedy Assassination 



The late Robert Kennedy was shown lying in his casket on the front 
page of the San Francisco Express-Times, a Leftist hippie underground 
newspaper, several days before he was assassinated by Sirhan Bishara 
.Sirhan Abu Khatar, a pro-Communist Jordanian living in California. 

• This' unusual bit bf information was ‘revealed recently by Jose Duar- 
. te, former major in Castro’s army, in a special interview in Miami at the 
.headquarters of RECE (Cuban Representation of Exiles). 

What made Duarte’s revelation more intriguing is that the San Fran- 
cisco Express-Times is published by Marvin Garson. 

Garson is the husband of Barbara Garson, author of the highly con- 
troversial play, “MacBird,” which depicts President Lyndon B. Johnson 
as the culprit in the death of the late John F. Kennedy. The Garsons 
met at Berkeley, in the “Free (or Filthy) Speech Movement.” 

The play was presented in Florida at Coral Gables in Ivan Kivitt’s 
Merry Go-Round Playhouse. 

Duarte was flown to Miami an hour before the interview by RECE 
.after the California courts imposed a complete blackout of news cover- 
age of the latest assassination of a millionaire socialist by Communist or 
pro-Communist henchmen. 




Former Cuban Revolutionary Major Jose Duarte and Jorge Mas, executive of RECE, 
display the San Francisco Express-Times which carried on its front page a montage 
photograph of Sen. Robert Kennedy in his casket with the caption, “Why waste your 
'vote,” shortly before his assassination.' 

INSIGHT On The News, July 15, 1968 




Shortly after his arrival to Miami from Los Angeles, 
Jose Duarte, Cuban exile writer-historian, tells the 
press of his encounter, hours before the assassina- 
tion, with Sirhan Sirhan. 



While a dozen newsmen, representing vir- 
tually all the media of Dade County, were 
present for the Unusual interview with Duarte, 
little of what Duarte said was published, seen 
or heard on radio and TV. 

'Duarte’s story about his encounter with 
Sirhan a few days before the Kennedy killing 
was emphasized, but little or nothing was said 
of Sirhan’s pro-Castro, pro-Nasser, pro-Com- 
munist statements. 

Mayor Sam Yorty, of Los Angeles, also has 
been roundly criticized for having revealed the 
Communist sympathies of the Jordanian im- 
migrant. Ironically, Yorty himself was accused 
of activities promoting Communism a few 
years ago by Maj. Arch Roberts for his role In 
attacking Maj. Gen. Edwin Walker. Since that 
time, Yorty has busied himself establishing 
himself as a staunch anti-Communist. He was 
one of the few to point out the Communist 
participation in the Watts insurrection. 

Duarte’s encounter with Sirhan took place 
on May 21, in the Hollywood Hills mansion 
home of a Colombian couple, Robert and Ra- 
quel Laemmle, described by Duarte as pro- 
Reds. 

' In a room be-decked with Communist- post- 
ers of Castro and Guevara attacking the United 
States and supporting Nasser and Ho Chi 
Minh, Paul Skinoff, a representative of Stu- 
dents for a Democratic Society, addressed a 
group of approximately 50 persons, according 
to Duarte. 

When Skinoff began to attack the U.S. and 
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Propaganda for "news", wild irrationalities for "insight”, that is Fernando Pena-: 
baz’s magazine. Self-contradiction is unembarrassed. O'n the wall in both pictures is 
■the 'false page-wide double headline from the Anaheim, Calif. Bulletin reading, "?rb- 
Castro link in EFK Slaying", showing the "stor^’ was used in that "nut" country, while 
Penabaz’s text says "Duarte was flown. to Miami" because "the California courts iml- 
_ Josed a complete blackou t o f news", which is as ridiculous as it is false. On the one 




MEDIA SOFT-PEDDLED . 

praise Communist Cuba, Duarte said he 
rose to his feet to challenge him. 

Shortly after Duarte got to his feet, 
he said he was attacked verbally by a 
short, dark and slender individual whom 
he later identified as Sirhan when he 
saw photographs of Sirhan appearing in 
Los Angeles newspapers following the 
shooting of Kennedy. 

..Duarte related how Sirhan accused 
him of being an agent of the C.I.A. and 
a stooge for the U.S. At this point, he 




Kennedy’s assassin... 
Sirhan B. Sirhan 



said, he challenged Sirhan to meet him 
outside, but that others at that point 
had quieted the Jordanian down. 

When Duarte attempted to resume 
his statement, he was again attacked 
by Sirhan, and this time they came to 
grips. They were separated before any 
serious combat resulted, however, ac- 
cording to the Cuban exile. 

Twelve hours later, the same man is 
said to have shot Kennedy dead and 
wounded several other persons in a vol- 
ley, of shots from a small, but powerful 
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revolver loaded with special ammuni- 
tion. 

Said Duarte emphatically and repeat- 
edly: 

“Had I known that Sirhan Sirhan 
would have killed Sen. Kennedy, I would 
have killed him (Sirhan) myself.” 

Before the positive identification of 
Sirhan as a Jordanian Arab, with Com- 
munist leanings, Duarte told the news- 
men, the media in California was alrea- 
dy spreading the rumor that the assassin 
was an anti-Castro Cuban, and Cuban 
exiles began to feel resentment similar 
to that which followed the assassina- 
tion of . John' F. Kennedy when the’ 
brainwashed media laid the blame at ' 
the feet of anti-Communists before the 
apprehension of pro-Communist Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

Fidel Castro, said Duarte, has alrea- 
dy boasted of being responsible for the 
assassination of other leaders, why not 
Robert Kennedy? 



hand the murdered 

Senator is a "mil- 
lionaire socialist'”, 
killed by his "Com- 
munist or pro-Com- 
munist henchman," on 
the other Duarte was 
so enamored of him he 
said "emphatically 
and repeatedly” that, 
"Bad I known that Sir- 
hen, would have killed 
Sen, Kennedy, I would 
have killed him (Sir- 
han} myself," Penabsz 
has it both ways, for- 
mer U.S. mercenaries 
claim they never heard 
of a Castro major Du- 
arte, say his claim 
to have been with Cas- 
tro’s forces is false. 
Penabsz promotes him- 
self with the pretense 
the regular press sup- 
presses what he wants 
said. If he could really 
believe "little of what 
Duarte said was pub.r 
lished, seen or heard 
have expected nothing 



bn radio and TV," he could only 
else to be said. Then, immediately, this is changed to 
the protest that while the story was reported, it fed 
the wrong emphasis, not enough on Sirhan as "pro-Com- 
munist." Everyone not to the right of the ^ohn Birch 
Society is some kind of "red" to these strange people 
who actually believe this nonsense when they say it. 
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Penabsz is about as brave as he is modest. This card was removed from his office ! 
door. That he lectures is certain. What he does to the news may better be other- ! 
wise described. Like his compatriot Bringuier, who cast himself in the identical i 
role when John Kennedy was murdered, Penabaz is close to the extremist preacher j 
Billy James Hargis. Bringuier went on a lecture tour under Hargis’ auspices, for j 
both to commercialize the assassination, as soon as he testified before the War- j 
ren Commission. Penabaz was to have addressed the 1968 convention of what Hargis j 
calls his "Christian Crusade", in Tulsa, Okie. In the last minute he did not show! 
up and there was no speech. He feared being hijacked to ^ubs. % coincidence, thiis 
coincided with reports in the press that the CIA had told Its people to avoid thej 
planes for just that reason. j 
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